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WA NURSING AND MIDWIFERY EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house that on Saturday, 
11 May, the sixteenth annual Western Australian Nursing and Midwifery Excellence Awards were held to honour 
WA’s most outstanding nurses and midwives. The awards recognised 12 category winners, as well as the 2019 
Western Australian Nurse of the Year and the Lifetime Achievement Honour. The winners were chosen from 
a field of 47 finalists from across Western Australia’s public and private health and education sectors. 
The SPEAKER: Members, if you want to have a meeting, have it outside. 
Mr R.H. COOK: This year, Andrea Rieusset, a nurse practitioner in the emergency department at Fitzroy Crossing 
Hospital, was named the 2019 nurse of the year. She was also awarded the Excellence in Aboriginal Health award. 
Ms Rieusset works tirelessly to address the growing issue of family and domestic violence in Kimberley communities. 
Her work has led to the development of a comprehensive regional family and domestic violence program to 
improve services and clinical outcomes for women and children. 
The 2019 Lifetime Achievement Honour was presented to Professor Dianne Wynaden, professor of mental health 
at Curtin University. Professor Wynaden has been a trailblazer in mental health nursing for over four decades. Her 
evidence-based approach to translating findings into standard practice has helped marginalised patients with 
mental health problems receive better and more targeted care. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, your own minister is on his feet. 
Mr R.H. COOK: This year’s awards introduced a team category—Excellence in Person Centred Care Team Award—
to recognise the many inspiring nursing and midwifery teams across the state. The inaugural winner of this award 
was the Bunbury Midwifery Group Practice, which has developed a holistic woman and family-centred model of care. 
These awards serve as a reminder of the amazing work our nurses and midwives undertake each and every day 
across our state to improve the lives of Western Australians. To our nurses and midwives, I give you my thanks 
for your dedication and service. 
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